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KS3/4 Extended Education Provision
Southway School Limited
Middleton Road, Belle Isle
Leeds
LS10 3JA
T: 0113 484 3030

Wednesday 1st April 2026
Re. Yorkshire Evening Post article
Good afternoon,
I am writing to you today, on the assumption that you may have read an article about Southway, recently published by the Yorkshire Evening Post. In its opening statement, the article declares that 'Southway [is] put at risk of closure over funding issues'.
The headline statement made in the article, is accurate; there is a risk of closure, which is being driven by underlying funding issues. The article arose because we have notified connected parties, including commissioning partners, of the potential risks.
There is a reasonable amount of uncertainty associated with these circumstances, because multiple factors affect our position, some of which we do not control. This means we cannot provide a definitive position at this time.
I would like to reassure you that we will continue to support children and families until the future position for the school is clear. We will review the position over the coming weeks.
For those of you with children in Year 11, this includes our commitment to providing for students through to the end of their examinations and support with post-16 decisions.
I was keen to write to you because our situation has been made public, and you may have questions or concerns. I am also conscious that our students may be unsettled by the information in the newspaper piece.
To be clear, we have been involved in discussions for some time, with the agencies that commission places with us and are working to secure a sustainable future for the school. We are hopeful that we can achieve this.
As always, we appreciate your support at this time, and I will endeavour to keep you informed as and when I can.
Yours sincerely,
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Carl
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