

[image: A blue sign with white text and yellow stars

Description automatically generated]Principal:  Carl Miller
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Southway School Limited
Middleton Road, Belle Isle
Leeds
LS10 3JA
T: 0113 484 3030

Re. GCSE Examinations 2026 – Week Commencing 11th May 2026
Dear Parent/Carer, 
I am writing to inform you that during the GCSE examination period, students in Years 7 to 10 will have a delayed start to the school day on specific dates (see below).
During this time, our Year 11 students will be sitting their GCSE examinations. These exams must take place under the conditions set out by the JCQ. To ensure exams run smoothly and without disruption, we need to provide a calm and carefully managed environment throughout each examination. 
Context
All Year 11 students at Southway require one or more Access Arrangements to be in place, as part of their entitlement for exam entry. These arrangements include Scribes, Readers, small groups or 1:1 exam rooms, and supervised rest breaks. Most students do not live near the school, so we also offer emergency transport, if it is required on the morning of the exam. Providing these accommodations and this level of wrap-around support, means all staff and most rooms are required to support the safe and effective running of these exams.
To help us manage this, KS3 and Year 10 students will begin school later than usual on days when an exam is scheduled.
On these dates, students should arrive at school at 11:30am:
	Exam Week
	Date
	Exam component

	1
	Monday 11th May 2026
	English Literature Component 1

	
	Tuesday 12th May 2026
	Biology Paper 1 ***Afternoon Exam***

	
	Thursday 14th May 2026
	Maths Paper 1

	2
	Tuesday 19th May 2026
	English Literature Component 2

	
	Thursday 21st May 2026
	English Language Component 1

	3
	Wednesday 3rd June 2026
	Maths Paper 2

	
	Friday 5th June 2026
	English Language Component 2

	4
	Monday 8th June 2026
	Biology Paper 2

	
	Wednesday 10th June 2026
	Maths Paper 3 (Calculator)


Please note, there is one examination scheduled for the afternoon of Tuesday 12th May 2026. On this day, KS3 and Year 10 students will arrive for a 9.15 am start and leave the school site at 11:00 am to allow staff to set up the school for the exam.

This temporary adjustment enables us to provide the appropriate conditions for our Year 11 students while ensuring that learning for other year groups can continue with minimal disruption once they arrive on site.
Students will revert to their typical timetable from Thursday 11th June 2026.
I appreciate that this change may cause some short-term disruption and I continue to be grateful for your understanding and continued support.
Yours Sincerely,
[image: ]
Carl Miller
Principal










[image: A black background with blue and yellow text

Description automatically generated]Southway School Limited
Registered Office: The Featherstone Academy, Pontefract Road, Featherstone, West Yorkshire, WF7 5AJ
Reg. No. 08492483
image1.png




image2.jpeg




image3.png
Resilience
Multi Academy
Trust





