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KS3/4 Extended Education Provision
Southway School Limited
Middleton Road, Belle Isle
Leeds
LS10 3JA
T: 0113 484 3030

Wednesday 27th May 2026
Re. update regarding Southway
Dear sir, or madam,
I am writing to inform you that following a meeting of the Directors of Southway on Friday 22nd May 2026, the decision to close Southway at the end of this academic year, was confirmed.
The decision was made following an extended review of income, student numbers, and uncertainty about the future demand for places. Our steadily falling student numbers, paired with increased overheads means we have been operating at a loss for some time. The Directors recognised this was not sustainable.
We entered a 4-week consultation period with staff and trade unions on 21st April 2026, through which we had hoped that a viable alternative might emerge. The consultation was itself, the final stage in a wider conversation we have been having for some time with our main commissioners. 
We will continue to offer to support children and families until the end of this academic year.
Families with children in Year 11
We are committed to completing the summer exam series for your child. I will take this opportunity to thank you for your support in ensuring your child has been well-prepared and available for their exams; the first two weeks of exams have run extremely smoothly.
Following your child’s final exam, it is likely that their mainstream school will end their placement at Southway, but we will ensure that there is a handover of key information relating to post-16 choices that have begun, so that they are able to support you with that next step.
We would still hope to hold a Southway Results Day event in August, more information to follow.
Families with children in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10
Now that the decision to close Southway has been confirmed, we will begin the process of working with mainstream schools and other agencies to ensure that there is a full hand-over that enables them to support you in making decisions about next steps. 
Each child will have an individual exit plan, tailored to their individual circumstances and needs. 
As ever, if you have any questions or concerns, please speak to us; we recognise this is a difficult time, with the potential to create uncertainty. We want to support you until the end. 
Yours sincerely,
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